
Powerful Delivery

High efficiency, low cytotoxicity, and a simple protocol 
put Bio-Rad’s TransFectin lipid reagent in a league of its own.

TransFectinTM Lipid Reagent
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For efficient and reproducible transfection,
Bio-Rad offers TransFectin, a powerful
cationic lipid reagent effective in difficult-to-
transfect cell lines as well as in primary
cells. TransFectin reagent’s advanced
formulation delivers the highest efficiencies
and transgene activity in a broad range 
of cell lines while minimizing damaging
cytotoxic effects observed with other 
high-efficiency transfection reagents.

Features

• High efficiency and activity for both 
easy- and difficult-to-transfect cells

• Lower cytotoxicity — maintains cell viability

• Excellent performance at culture densities
between 40 and 90%

• Simple 3-step protocol — no media
changes required for most cell types

TransFectin reagent allows high transfection
efficiencies with lower amounts of lipid than
most other lipid reagents. This means more
experiments per vial of reagent and lower
costs per transfection.

Ordering Information
Catalog # Description

170-3350 TransFectin Lipid Reagent, 0.5 ml
170-3351 TransFectin Lipid Reagent, 1.0 ml
170-3352 TransFectin Lipid Reagent, 5 x 1.0 ml

TransFectin lipid reagent for 
powerful,efficient transfection
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Volume of TransFectin, µl 
2 3 41

1.25 µg DNA

1.00 µg DNA

Efficient transfection of primary
neuronal cells with TransFectin.
Primary rat hippocampal neurons
were transfected on coverslips in 
24-well plates using 1 µg of a 
GFP expression plasmid and 2 µl
TransFectin. At 3 hr after complex
addition, the medium was replaced
with 50:50 conditioned:fresh medium.
Neurons were fixed and analyzed 
48 hr after transfection. Data courtesy
of Dr Jamil Kanaani, Diabetes Center,
University of California, San Francisco.
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Comparison of transfection efficiency using TransFectin (� ) or another
popular lipid transfection reagent (� ). Cell lines were transfected with
pCMV.SPORT-β-gal and stained with X-gal 24 hr after transfection. Efficiency
is reported as the percentage of cells in the population expressing β-galactosidase.

Effective delivery to suspension cells using TransFectin. K562 cells were
plated in 24-well plates at a density of 4 x 105 cells/well. TransFectin:plasmid
DNA complexes were formed by combining 1.25 µg (� ) or 1.00 µg (� )
pCMV.SPORT-β-gal with TransFectin. After 20 min, transfection complexes
were added to the cells in the presence of serum. At ~24 hr posttransfection,
cells were pelleted and lysed, then assayed for β-gal expression.


